Dear School Steward,

BALLOT:
Teachers and, indeed, the whole public service are facing unprecedented challenges over the coming weeks.   In response, the teacher unions are holding a co-ordinated ballot on industrial action with the result to be announced jointly on November 13th.   
Postal ballots will be issued to ASTI members on October 30th for return by 5.30 p.m. on November 11th.  

CONDITIONS OF SERVICE UNDER ATTACK:

Conditions of service under attack include length of school day, length of school year, requirement re attendance in school and other contractual issues. 

SCHOOL MEETING:

I would be grateful, therefore, if you called a meeting of staff and explained to them the importance of a large turnout in the ballot and the vital necessity of a “yes” vote if we are to defend the conditions of service of teachers. 

I enclose a copy of a poster prepared jointly by the four teacher unions and a copy of a poster to members from the President and myself.

DAY OF PROTEST – NOVEMBER 6TH:

All the teacher unions have agreed to support the Day of Protest being organised by ICTU in Dublin, Waterford, Cork, Sligo, Dundalk, Tullamore, Limerick and Galway on November 6th at 2.30 p.m.  

Each school should ensure that as many members as possible from the school, in solidarity with our fellow trade unionists, attend the demonstration and that their classes are supervised by colleagues.

Thank you for your help in this important matter. 

With every good wish.

Yours sincerely,
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John White

GENERAL SECRETARY

19th October, 2009 
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