Dear School Steward,

Please bring the following important matters to the attention of your ASTI colleagues:

DISCUSSIONS WITH THE DEPARTMENT:
Following discussions at ASTI Standing Committee at its meeting on 24th/25th August, the President has called a special meeting of the ASTI Central Executive Council (CEC) to take place on 11th September.  This meeting will discuss the following matters:

a) That without prejudice to the ASTI rejection of the Public Service Agreement (Croke Park Agreement), we engage in intensive discussions with the Department of Education and Skills over the coming weeks; these discussions to address the following matters:


· Proposed change in supervision and substitution arrangements

· Proposed revised redeployment scheme

· Proposed extra hour and contract review

b) That all current industrial action be suspended pending the outcome of these discussions. 

c) That a meeting of CEC be convened to consider the outcome of these discussions

d) That any outcome that emerges from these discussions with the Department be put to a ballot of ASTI members for acceptance or rejection.

POSTS OF RESPONSIBILITY:
Arising from the limited alleviation of the Moratorium on Posts of Responsibility (Department Circular 0042/2010), ASTI members should note that they are entitled to apply for post vacancies that arise in schools.   Members should also note that the ASTI Directives re Posts of Responsibility reviews, etc. remain in place.  After appointment to a post of responsibility, a teacher should ensure that the post is included on the existing schedule and that the duties assigned to that post are as set out in the school’s existing schedule. 

Discussions are underway between the ASTI and Management Bodies regarding the constitution of post of responsibility Selection  Boards and Appeal Board.  Members’ attention should be drawn to Department Circulars 0042/2010 and 0022/2009 in this regard.  These circulars and further up-to-date information is available on the ASTI website www.asti.ie.    An issue of NUACHT which contains further information will be delivered to  schools within the next few days. 
Yours sincerely,
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_________________________

Pat King

GENERAL SECRETARY DESIGNATE 

26th August, 2010 

